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CONFERENCE

May 4-7, 2017 
Double Tree by Hilton 

Toronto, ON

Registration
Two Ways to Register: Fill out the form below and send it to us; 
OR register on-line at www.cmdscanada.org

Delegate Name: _______________________________

Guest/Spouse: ________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

City: ______________________ PC:______________

Phone: _____________________________________

E-mail: ______________________________________

 Please do not include my contact info on the list for 
conference attendees 

Dietery Restrictions: _____________________________

Method of Payment

Registration Cost $ ____________  Total Paid:  ________

Credit Card Number _____________________________

Expiry Date: _______/____________ CVV: ___________

Cardholder’s Name: _____________________________

Signature:  ___________________________________

Registration Costs
Early Bird
Thur-Sun
(deadline 
Mar 31/18)

Regular
Thur-Sun 
(after Mar 
31/18)

Early Bird
Fri-Sun 
(deadline 
Mar 31/18)

Regular
Fri-Sun 
(after Mar 
31/18)

Individual $550 $600 $500 $550

Couples $1000 $1050 $950 $1000

Resident/Retired $450 $500 $400 $450

Student/
Missionary/
Clergy

$205 $205 $205 $205

Conference 
Booth

$650 $700 $650 $700

Missionary 
Organization 
Booth

$305 $355 $305 $355

Note: Non CMDS/CFCPS members add $100 to registration. Early 
bird deadline is March 31, 2018. No refunds after May 1st, 2018. 
Conference registration prices (including booth packages) include 
scheduled meals (not all meals included) and all workshops. Hotel 
accommodations are not included.  

Hotel Information 
Hotel guestrooms are reserved at $182/night at the Four Points by 
Sheraton Halifax. Check out on Sunday is at 1pm. Reserve your room 
by calling 866-444-9494 or visit http://bit.ly/CMDSCFCPS to book your 
room online. Group rate available until April 30, 2018 

Parking
Hotel parking is available for $19.95 per day (plus taxes) and allows for 
24 hours in and out privileges. Parking is located on Hollis Street just 
past the hotel entrance.

Worship and Prayer
The Cottles are kind enough to coordinate the music and worship for this 
event. A chapel is available in the Galley room. Catholic Mass and devotion 
information will be available in the conference package.

Annual General Meeting
All members are encouraged to attend the AGMs of CMDS Canada 
and CFCPS on Friday, June 1st, 2018. AGM registration will begin at 
11:50am.

Media
Participants are advised that pictures and videos may be taken during 
the conference for the purpose of recording and promoting CMDS and 
CFCPS activities. Please advise CMDS or CFCPS staff at registration if you 
do not want your image to be used for this purpose. 

Christian Medical and Dental Society
9A-1000 Windmill Road
Dartmouth, NS B3B 1L7
Email: offi ce@cmdscanada.org
Toll-free: 1-888-256-8653
Tel: 902-406-2955
Fax: 902-407-5313

Schedule
Thursday, May 31, 2018
7:00-10:00pm.................. Conference Registration
8:00-11:00pm  ................. Welcome Reception

Friday, June 1, 2018
7:30- 8:30 am .................. Breakfast
8:30- 8:50 am .................. Welcome & Singing
8:50-9:40 am ................... Plenary Session #1 – Dr. Lauris Kaldjian
9:40-10:20 am ................. Group Link and Plenary Q & A
10:20-10:35 am ............... Refreshment Break
10:35-11:50 am ............... Workshops (4 options)
11:50 am-12:15 pm......... CFCPS & CMDS AGM Sign In
12:15-1:20 pm .................CMDS AGM
1:20-3:15 pm ...................CFCPS AGM
3:15-3:30 pm ................... Refreshments
3:30-5:30 pm ................... Special update: 
 Conscience Protection and Assisted Suicide  
5:30-7:00 pm ................... Free Time 
7:00-10:00 pm ................. Reception & Maritime Entertainment
9:00-11:00 pm ................. Reception & Maritime Entertainment  

Saturday, Jun 2, 2018
7:45-8:45 am ................... Breakfast
8:45-9:05 am ................... Welcome & Singing
9:05-10:00 am ................. Plenary Session #2 – Dr. David Haase  
10:00-10:45 am ............... Group Link and Plenary Q & A
10:45-11:15 am ............... Refreshments Break
11:15 am-12:30 pm......... Workshops (4 options)
12:45-1:45 pm ................. Lunch 
2:00-3:15 pm ................... Workshops (4 options)
3:15-3:45pm .................... Afternoon Break
4:00-6:00 pm ................... Mass at St. Mary’s Basilica with Archbishop 
 Anthony Mancini, Archbishop of Halifax-
 Yarmouth
6:00-6:30 pm ................... Punch Served
6:30 pm ............................ Celebration Dinner 

Sunday, Jun 3, 2018
7:45-8:45 am ................... Breakfast 
8:45-9:50 am ................... Concert of Prayer & Worship Welcome
9:50-10:40 am ................. Plenary Session #3 – Dr. Robert Strang  
10:40-11:20 am ............... Group Link and Plenary Q & A
11:20 am-12:00 pm......... Closing Announcements & Blessing
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J. “The Scene of a Triumph of Surgery”:  The Response of Nova 
Scotia Doctors and Nurses to the Halifax Explosion 
Allan Marble, PhD

Objectives:
• Become familiar with the relevant primary sources. 
• Identify the role played by the Nova Scotia Government, the Nova 

Scotia Medical Society and by the Faculty of Medicine at Dalhousie 
University. 

• Become familiar with how rural towns in Nova Scotia responded to 
the explosion.

K. Lost in LGBT Confusion? Navigating Contemporary Human 
Sexuality from a Christian Foundation
Thomas Bouchard, MD & T. K. Fenske, MD

Objectives:
• Review the contemporary secular constructs for human sexuality as 

it relates to gender diversity and the gay script.
• Outline the Christian foundation for human sexuality.
• Develop a winsome response to those struggling in the realm of 

human sexuality, addressing the health disparities, risk reduction, 
and our fuller identity in Christ.

Celebration Banquet  
“Why Does the Devil get all the Good Music?” - A Strange 
Understanding of the Virtue of Mercy
Fr. Rob Arsenault, CC 

Our society has reduced people’s value to their function in society. 
When the function ends, so does their “usefulness”, much as we treat 
manufactured goods that are built to be disposable. This perspective 
is often presented as being practical and compassionate. In contrast, 
Scriptures and theology offer the full understanding of the human 
person, not as a function but as a unique, unrepeatable life whose 
value is not determined by capability. How can we be salt and light to 
our patients, colleagues and families?

Objectives:
• Understand the modalistic perspective through which society sees 

individuals.
• Offer a scripture and theology based perspective.
• Discuss how we can be a witness to our patients, friends and 

colleagues.

E. Convincing Communications: How to Defend Pro-Life Positions 
to Media 
Stephanie Gray

Objectives:
• How to stay on message when speaking about health care topics to 

media.
• How to package one’s message in a concise and compelling way.
• How to interact with reporters.

F. Understanding Concepts of Health to Navigate Disagreements in 
Shared Decision Making 
Lauris Kaldjian, MD, PhD

Objectives:    
• Describe healthcare as a purpose-oriented activity guided by goals of 

care and concepts of health.
• Defi ne contrasts between biostatistical, well-being, and 

multidimensional concepts of health.
• Discuss how different concepts of health can infl uence shared 

decision making in end of life care.
• Describe how a Christian concept of health engages suffering in 

disabling or terminal conditions.

G. Self-Care: Work/Life Balance – an interactive panel 
Sheila Harding, MD & Terence Harding, moderators

Objectives:
• Articulate some of the common stressors at various stages of life for 

healthcare professionals and those who love them.
• Identify strategies for maintaining a healthy work/life balance.
• Discuss practical steps toward implementing one or more coping 

strategies going forward.

H. At Home on a Medical Mission
Vicky Price, MD & Karen Jooste, MD

Objectives:
• Defi ne a medical missionary.
• Understand what is means to be on a medical mission “at home” and 

to defi ne “home” in this context.
• Explore practical applications of the “Tenderness Revolution” as a 

missionary.

I. “My Side of the Bedside or What Happens When You Know Stuff 
AND Jesus”
Peter Gnemmi, DDS

Objectives:
• Discuss navigating the medical system as a health care professional.
• Discuss the challenges of losing your ability to practice your chosen 

profession.
• Discuss the ways being a patient provides opportunities to be “salt” 

for the professionals treating you.

Objectives:
• Develop a basic understanding of the principles behind the “Seven 

Mountains”.
• Develop a basic understanding of the concept of “servant leadership”.
• Learn how principles of population prevention are refl ected in the 

Bible.

Special Update: Conscience and Assisted Suicide
Larry Worthen

Objectives:
• To inform membership of current events surrounding conscience 

protection
• To share next steps on advocacy 

Workshops
Full descriptions of the workshops and bios for all speakers online.

A. It is More Blessed to Give than to Receive - Evidence from Free/
Open Source Software for Health
David Chan, MD.

Objectives:
• Learn what FOSS is.
• Learn how FOSS in Health can benefi t patients and healthcare 

systems.
• Gain insight on the lessons learned by giving generously.

B. Apologetics: Witnessing to Truth
David Deane, PhD John Patrick, MD, PhD & Dan Reilly, MD

Objectives:
• Discuss relevant current challenges facing Christians.
• Give guidance on how to answer those challenges.
• Understand better the Christian position on a variety of current moral 

dilemmas.

C. Care for the Caregivers: Receiving Christian Counseling 
Patricia Cosgrove & Christine Balan

Objectives:
• Provide insight into the concept of Christ-centered counselling.
• Explore the value of offering a Christian approach to counselling.
• Exploration of the stages of faith development.
• Discuss relevant self-care strategies for individuals in the helping 

professions.

D. Equipped to Engage: How to Speak Winsomely about Abortion 
and Euthanasia to Peers, Patients, and the Public
Stephanie Gray

Objectives:
• How to apply the Socratic method in conversations on medical topics.
• How to communicate moral principles through easy-to-understand 

analogies and illustrations.

Plenary Sessions 
Plenary 1: Conscientious Practice as Salt and Light and Love
Lauris Kaldjian, MD, PhD

Moral pluralism in Western democratic societies creates ethical 
differences among citizens and health professionals due to contrasts 
between the foundational beliefs and values on which their ethical 
convictions rest.  Some of these differences challenge the practice 
of medicine when a patient seeks access to a legal medical service, 
such as euthanasia, that a conscientiously acting physician believes 
is unethical. Such disagreements raise pivotal questions about 
competing ethical values, goals of care, the moral dynamic of shared 
decision making, the meaning of conscience, and the extent to 
which society will accept ethical differences in professional practice.  
Understanding conscience as integrity (personal-professional 
integration) helps explain the moral seriousness of conscientious 
practice and reinforces the need for professional and legal 
accommodations that respect it.  For the Christian physician, this 
integrity refl ects an undivided heart that loves God above all and one’s 
neighbor as oneself.  By such love a physician gives of him- or herself 
for the good of those who are sick and suffering and thereby preserves 
a practice of medicine that respects life, illuminates health, and 
acknowledges the imperative of individual moral responsibility.

Objectives:
• Describe conscientious practice as integrity.
• Recognize the moral dynamic of shared decision making using the 

example of requests for euthanasia. 
• Discuss the relationship between conscience and love in Christian 

ethics.  

Plenary 2: Salt and Light in the Medical Workplace
David Haase, MD

Dr. Haase will share about his journey and development as a Christian 
and a physician. He will discuss the challenges, and the opportunities 
to be salt and light in the medical workplace.

Objectives:
• Understand the call of God on the life of a medical doctor.
• Recognize the challenges to being salt and light in the medical 

workplace.
• Recognize that prayer makes all the difference in the world.

Plenary 3: The Call to Servant Leadership
Robert Strang, MD

Dr. Strang will refl ect on his faith journey and what that has taught him 
about life and leadership. He will also share about how he sees the 
principles of population prevention refl ected in scripture.


